
04/12/2012 15:00 FAX	5122382002	 I001/C08 

TEXAS MINING AND RECLAMA11ON SSOCIA1idtR 13 

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER: - (512) 236-2325 
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-. 
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The Honorable John Cornyn	 .... (202) 228-2856 . 
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FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY: 

CLIENTIMATTER NO.: 130075/00004

This facsimile is Intended only for the use of the 
addressee. If the addressee of this facsimile is a client or 
agent for one of our clients, you are further advised that 
the facsimile contains legally privileged and confidential 
information which we intended to send to the addressee 
only. 

In any event, if you are not the intended recipient of the 
facsimile, you are hereby notified that you have received 
this fcsimlle Inadvertently and in error. Any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this in error, please 
immediately notify us by telephone and return the original 
facsimile to us at the address above via the United States 
Postal Service. We will reimburse any costs you incur in 
notifying us and returning the facsimile to us. 
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Texas	 ng& eclamation Association 

Adminuistrator Lisa P. Jackson 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

On behalf of the Texas Mining and Reclamation Association (TMRA), I am writing to 
express our concern regarding the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Jack of 
action in reviewing and issuing aquifer exemption permits for uranium mining operations 
in Texas. 

TMRA is an industry trade association representing over a hundred companies actively 
involved in the mining of numerous minerals, including uranium. As the collective 
"voice" of uranium mining in Texas, we are asking that EPA regulatory decisions be made 
consistent with applicable laws and regulations arid in a timely manner. This has not been 
the case regarding EPA Region 6's consideration of aquifer exemptions in Texas. 

The Region 6 Office appears to be operating under a different standard for evaluating 
aquifer exemptions than the criteria clearly outlined in EPA Guidance 34 and utilized in 
other EPA regions. Despite the fact the Region 6 Office has previously granted more than 
30 aquifer exemptions in Texas using these standards, they appear to be intentionally 
delaying action on an aquifer exemption request in Goliad County and an extension of an 
aquifer exemption in Duval County. 

The EPA Region 6 Office should not be able to unilaterally impose new criteria (future 
modeling) that are not supported by existing EPA regulations or guidance. Rather, they 
should follow the same clear guidelines as other EPA regions when evaluating proposed 
aquifer exemptions. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has expressed their 
opposition to this unprecedented action directly with the EPA Region 6 Office (enclosed 
letter dated August 23, 2011) and has still not received a response. This type of inaction 
and regulatory uncertainty is unwarranted and damaging. 

We sincerely request your assistance to resolve this significant impediment to economic 
growth and energy independence. The U.S. supply of uranium is a vital part of a 
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diversified energy portfolio and possessing the ability to produce uranium domestically is 
critical to that effort. 

Thank you in advance for your attention to, and assistance with, this matter. Please let me 
know if I can provide further information. 

Irey GPowers 
Executive Director 

cc:	 The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
The Honorable John Comyn 
The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa 
The Honorable Henry Cuellar 

Enclosure: TCEQ Letter to Miguel Flores, U. S. EPA Region 6 Office - August 23, 2011
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